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Administration's budget slashes funding for rural America

  
        
      

WASHINGTON, D.C.-Congressman Allen Boyd (D-North Florida), a member of the House Budget Committee, today criticized the Administration's Fiscal Year 2008 Budget for proposed cuts to programs that are vital to our rural communities.  The President's budget freezes funding for rural education, phases out rural health grants, and proposes another round of cuts to Community Development Block Grants (CDBGs).  

The Administration's budget provides $2.6 billion for CDBGs, which local communities use to address challenges like affordable housing, job creation, and economic development.  This is a cut of $1.1 billion, or 29.4 percent, below the 2007 level.

"The Administration's budget cuts back on programs that help our communities meet their most pressing needs," said Congressman Boyd.  "The CDBG program is a signature program in North Florida that helps to create jobs, spur economic development and small business opportunities, and expand homeownership.  CDBG is a program that works in our communities, and this proposed reduction undermines the economic well-being of Florida's communities."

The President's budget also reduces the Clean Water State Revolving Fund by $396 million from the 2007 level, providing only $688 million for 2008.  The Clean Water State Revolving Fund is used to enhance water quality by helping local communities improve drinking water and sewage treatment facilities.  Many counties in North Florida, including Leon, Jefferson, Taylor, Jackson, and Bay Counties, have utilized this program in the past.

"Throughout North Florida, there is significant demand for water and wastewater treatment expansion and modernization, but the Administration's budget does not recognize this need," Boyd stated.  "Americans deserves a fiscally responsible budget that does not shortchange our rural communities.  I will work with my colleagues in the House Budget Committee to reject these proposals and fight the Administration's attempt to harm rural America."
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